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Many  Mississi^i  Baptists  are  not 
aware  mat  Baptist  Smdent  Unions  (BSU) 
are  fumled  by  both  local  Baptist  associa¬ 
tions  and  churches  as  well  as  the 
Mittissippi  Cooperative  Program  (CP). 
Some  people,  however,  like  to  supple¬ 
ment  gifts  in  unique  ways. 

Frances  Wone  (also  known  as 
“Grandma  Wong*)  of  Cleveland  is  the 
product  of  CP  and  ottier  mission  giving. 
As  a  way  of  continuing  “on  mission,"  over 
the  years  Woi^  has  ccwected  and  sold  dis- 
caraed  aluminum  cans,  raising  more  than 
$10,000  for  the  Delta  State.  University's 
BSU  in  Cleveland  to  go  toward  their  sum¬ 
mer  student  missions  goal.  ^ 

"I  walk  twice  a  day,"  said  Wane,  "and  I've 
picked  up  the  cans  along  the  road,  wherever 
1  go.  I'vebeen  doing  that  for  14  years." 

At  the  BSU,  Wong  also  helps  by  serv- 

but  prepare 
serve,  wash 
anything  to  keep  up 


ing  meals.  "I  do  everythii 
the  entr^  —  I  make  salai 
the  dishes,  clean 
Cod's  house." 

Wong  was  bom  in  1925  in  Louise.  Her 
father  owned  a  groceiy  store  in  Louise. 

When  she  was  six,  her  father  decided  that 
she,  two  siblings,  and  her  mother  needed 
to  return  to  Canton,  China,  to  know  more 
about  their  cultpre.  In  1931,  the  Wongs 
returned  to  her  ancestral  home. 

In  1937,-Wbng  was  led  to  Christ  by  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary.  "I  was 
attending  the  Baptist  private  girls' 
schHool,  and  a  missionary  came  and  fkl  in 
a  revival.  I  gave  my  heart  to  Jesus,  f  was 
baptiied  in  Canton." 

Wong  has  visited  China  five  or  six  times 
since  then,  once  with  her  pastor  at  First 
Church,  Cleveland  in  the  SB's.  "I  was  glad  to 
see  God  was  still  at  work  in  Canton,"  said 
Wong.  "You  know  how  you  go  to  stores  and 
see  mings  marked  'Made  in  China7  Well, 
this  one  soul  was  'saved  in  China!'" 

"The  toed  blessed  me  on  my  trips  back  .  .  r 

to  QiniaC"  she  said.  "I  always  try  to  plant  Christian.  So  one  ni^t,  I  decided  I  could- 
the  seed  (of  the  Gospel]  ivhen  I've  visited,  n't  take  it  any  more,  and  I  took  four  of  my 
I'll  buy  a  little  toy  for  the  children,  and  diildren  over  to  her  house,  and  told  her  to 
when  we  go  to  different  places.  I'll  try  to  see  keep  the  children,  that  I  was  going  to  com- 
a  grandmother  with  children,  in  a  park  or  mit  suicide  by  lying  down  on  the  railroad 
somewhere..  When  I  give  the  toy  away,  1  tell  bracks.  She  begged  and  pniyed  on  her 
them  about  the  love  of.  Jesus.  The  seed  knees  for  me  not  toxdo  it  Bemuse  of  her 
might  not  grow  ri^  then,  but  it  %vill  grow  prayers  and  cries,  I  decided  not  to  do  it  I 
later.  Sometimes  I  will  pass  out  tracts.  I  went  bade  and  accepted  tiiose  triak  and 
went  into  a  coffee  shop  in  Hong  Kong  to  get  tribulations  and  continued  to  take  care  of 
some  coffee,  and  there  were  some  nussion-  my  children.  I  really  came  to  love  the  Lord 
aries  horn  Australia  there.  They  were  afraid  because  of  the  cries  of  tiiat  lady.  I  took  my 
to  pass  out  the  tracts  they  had  bought  four  children,  caught  the  Greyhound,  and 
because  th^  were  foreigners,  so  I  took  thw  ran  away.  My  bromer  took  me  in  but  it 
tracts  and  hid  them  in  a  Chinese  newapa-  fri^tenra  my  husband  so  bad  that  he 
per.  When  I  went  onto  the  mainland,  I  tooked  for  me  and  broi^t  me  ^k  home, 
pasiwd  thm  out  to  my  cousins,  to  school-  He  changed  his  ways  after  that" 
teadiers.  I  luive  no  feat  because  if  you  go  in  Glenn  became  a  Christian,  she  saijd. 

the  name  ^  Go^  He  will  take  care  of  you.  According  to  her  pastor,  Bradley 

The  glory  and  the  power  and  the  horwir  Rushing,  "Mra.  Frances  has  a  keen  sepse 
bekawto  God  —  I  have  no  part  of  it"  of  knowing  blessings  from  the  Lord, 

When  Wbng  returned  to  Mississippi  whether  they  come  in  trials,  tribulations, 
from  Ch^  after  her  sdvation  experience,  or  in  times  of  good.  You'll  hear  her  say,  'I 
she  settled  in  Louise  and  worked  in  her.  never  complam,  but  I  grumble  now  and 
father's  store.  In  1945,  she  married  Glenn  then.'  Truth  is,  she  never  grumbles."  * 


'GRANDMA'  AND  PASTOR  —  Bradley  Rushing  (left),  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Cleveland,  and  Frances  "Grandma*  Wong  are  part  of  the  giving  spirit  present  at  the 
church.  The  church  gives  1 4%  of  its  budget  to  the  Cooperative  Program;  Wong  has 
raised  over  $10,000  oy  picking  up  and  selling  cans  to  give  to  student  summer  mis¬ 
sions  at  Delta  State  University's  Baptist  Student  Union.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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in  a  wedding  arranged  by  her  family.  The  "Every  day  is  a  blessing,"  said  Wong, 

couple  lived  in  Los  Angeles  until  1959.  The  Wongs  eventually  retired  and 

While  living  in  CaUfomu,  they  had  five  moved  into  their  retirement  home  in  Boyle, 
d^ien.  "I  married  into  a  non-Christian  Glenn  died  seven  years  after  their  move, 
home,"  she  said.  "My  husband  loved  to  "God  has  blessed  me  to  see  four  gen- 
drink.  When  his  father  died,  he  had  to  take  erations  of  my  family.  I  have  three  great- 
care  of  the  family,  so  I  had  to  live  with  the  grandchildren,"  Wong  said.  "It's  amaz- 
in-laws.  We  had  so  many  trials  and  tribula-  mg  what  God  can  do.  I  just  can't  under- 
tions,  so  much  anguish  ...it  almost  pushed  stand  why  people  can't  believe  in  Him. 
me  into  committing  suicide  but  God  sent  He  has  done  so  much  for  us." 

His  angel.  My  mother-in-law  rented  a 
house  to  a  woman  who  was  a  strong 


The  Cooperative  Prograrrviust  blows  peopled  minds.  I  have  frierKte  who  are  members  of  a  church 
in  another  derx)mination  who  are  absolutely  astouTKled  at  the  work  that  Southern  Baptists  are  able  to 
do  around  the  world  because  of  the  Cooperative  Program.  Although  I  have  bem  a  member  of  a 
Baptist  church  sirK:e  I  was  nine  years  old.  I  hove  to  admit  that  I  am  stiM  astourKled  by  K.  too. 
I  am  astounded  that  by  giving  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  Southern  Baptists  are  able  to  impact 
Muslinfvdominated  regkxtt  in  our  world  the  Mechanging  Good  News  of  Jesus  Ovist  I  am  astound¬ 

ed  that  through  the  Cooperative  Program.  Southern  Baptists  seminaries  are  able  to  pravida  affordable  the- 
ological  education  arvi  training  that  is  seoorvJ  to  none.  I  am  astounded  that  by  supporting  the  Cooperative 
_  Program,  Southern  Baptists  are  able  to  plant  churches  around  our 

raniala  nation  that  are  effectively  reaching  people  in  this  postmodern  world. 

Everywhere  we  Southern  Baptists  look,  we  can  see  the  impact 
that  the  Cooperative  Program  is  havirrg  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  It  is  still  one  of  the  most 
tools  that  we  have  in  advancing  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  our  world.  Keep  sup¬ 
porting  it  and  rejoice  in  the  participation  that  your  church  has  in  God's  work  arourvl  our 


r  SHAVVINJ  PARKER  1 


I  orv^e  had  a  minister  of  arxjther  derwmination  ask  how  many 
missionaries  our  church  supported.  I  was  amused  at  the  look  on  his 
face  when  I  said.  'We  only  have  about  10.000  scattered  throughout 
the  world.  Oh.  and  by  the  way.'  f  said  to  my  friervi.  'we  also  own 
six  of  the  firrest  semirraries  in  the  world  and  train  thousands  of 
your>g  people  for  vocatiorwl  mmiatry  every  year.'  I  could  have  gorre 
on.  of  course,  but  I  felt  Nke  I  was  bragging  by  this  point 

Of  course  I  went  on  to  explain  how  we  are  part  of  such  a  grarvl 
^  ministry  through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  Southern  Baptists.  No 

church  I've  served  could  ever  have  had  such  a  long  arm  of  ministry 
by  itself.  However,  when  our  arm  is  oonnocied  with  the  thousands  of 
other  Southern  Baptist  church  arms,  we're  able  to  reach  Kteraly  around  the  world  with 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  orre  fact  is  chief  amorx)  the  reasons  that  I  support  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

I  hope  you'll  celebrate  the  wopderful  opportunity  the  Cooperative  Program  gives  us 
all  to  be  part  of  God's  grarxl  plan  of  redemption! 


■  Why  does  the  Cooperative  Program  matter?  Why  is  it  stii  rele¬ 
vant  after  al  these  years?  One  of  the  best  reasons  is  because  none  of  our  churches,  regardtess  of 
size,  can  accomplish  what  all  of  us  can  accomptish  when  we  combine  our  resources  and  when  we 
work  together.  Alone,  none  of  our  churches  could  support  three  Baptist  cotieges  in  Mississippi.  Alone, 
none  of  us  could  support  six  serninaries  around  the  country.  Alorte.  none  of  us  could  support  over 
5.000  fuK-time  international  missionaries.  Arvl  alone,  none  of  us  could  provide  refief  to  afi  those  who 
have  been  helped  on  the  Gulf  Coast  folowirrg  Hurricane  Katrina. 

But  together,  we  can  provide  a  quality  Christian  education.  Together,  we  can  train  the  next  gener- 
_  ation  of  mmisters.  Together,  we  can  servl  missionaries  all  over  the  world.  And  together,  we  can  help 

■“**'**'^  the  hurtirrg  aloiyQ  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

As  God's  Word  instructs  us  in  Ecclesiastes.  'Though  one  may  be  overpowered,  two  can  defend 
themselves.  A  cord  of  three  strands  is  not  quickly  broken.'  When  we  were  saved.  God  placed  us  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 
He  did  not  call  us-to  go  it  alone;  but  insteed,  to  love,  cooperate  with,  and  work  alongside  other  believers.  The  Cooperative 
Program  enables  us  to  do.  and  to  be.  far  more  than  we  could  do  or  be  otherwise.  May  God  bless  our  churches  as  we 
cooperate  with  one  arxjther  for  His  Kirrgdom's  sake. 
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'  Most  things  are  made  in  China,  but  I  was  saved  in  China.  ”  That  quols  came  from  one' of  our  most 
devoiad  members.  Mrs.  Frances  'Grandma*  V^tong.  Whia  bom  in  Mbsissippi  in  1925.  her  parents 
sent  her  beck  to  China  to  attend  a  Baptist  girb  school  locBlad  in  Canton,  China  in  1937.  While  she  was 
thare,  she  attended  a  revival  held  at  a  church  in  the  area  led  by  a  foreign  missionarY  from  America.  As 
a  twelve  year  old  girl,  she  gave  her  heart  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  folowing  the  presentation  of  the 
gospel.  I  have  heard  her  say  many  times.  ‘Lottie  Moon  led  me  to  Jesus  *  Although  Lottie  Moon 
passed  away  many  yeers  before  Frances  went  to  China,  she  acknowledges  her  salvation  as  a  result 
of  the  mission  work  of  Lottie  Moon.  Today,  ‘Grandma*  Wong  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 

Cooperatwe  Program  and  missions.  She  is  just  one  example  of  the  ^ '  ItaaMef 

-  many  ives  brought  to  Jesus  as  a  result  of  missiortanes  sent  out  with 

the  help  of  the  Cooperative  Program.  Not  only  does  the  Cooperative  Program  benefit  ou^ 
reach,  it  also  benefits  irweach.  I  have  personaly  experienced  its  benefits.  For  the  pest 
sevaral  years,  I  have  attanded  the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  graduating 
vMt  sevaral  degrees  and  receiving  a  quakty  seminary  education.  This  accornplishmem 
would  hove  been  significantly  more  ddficuit  had,the  semirwy  not  hed  support  from  the 
Cooperative  Program.  Tm  proud  of  the  impact  that  God  is  making  in  He  Kingdom  with 
Cooperative  Program  gwirtg. 
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In  Ephesiare  4:16.  a  short  but  powerful  phrase  grabs  my  attention 
*as  each  part  does jts  work.*  When  we  work  together,  we  accom¬ 
pli^  far  more  than  either  of  us  could  ever  hope  to  acoom- 
pish  on  our  own.  Our  music  minister  and  I 
enioy  turkey  hunting  together.  Our  tasks 
are  simple:  he  works;  I  play.  He  does  the 
^  caCrtg  (a  combination  of  five  or  six  d^ 
farent  cals):  I  do  the  shooting.  Ho 
helps  me  accomplish  what  I  can  not 
gl  accompksh  on  my  ovm.  Thot^  vi4tat  Maiaed 
#1  giving  to  the  Cooperabve  F^ogram  means  to  me:  every 
^  Southern  Baptist  and  every  Southern  Baptist  church 
•m  working  together  to  share  Jesus  with  the  world. 


The  importree  of  the  CooparalNe  Program  is  dWiait  to  place  into  words.  I  have  participeled  in 
tho  CujperetNe  Program  al  of  my  ila  as  I  have  atlaixied  Southern  Baptist  churches  I  fiJy  undar- 
stand  the  importarrce  of  oocpataling  with  other  churches  to  prodairn  the  gospel  around  the  work! 

When  I  attended  seminary,  the  Cooperative  Program  beared  me  finandaly.  It  was  then  I  real¬ 
ized  the  Program  also  assists  seminaries  and  al  of  their  programs.  In  addition.  I  was  introduced 
to  the  progrm  that  helps  sand  our  missionariee  throughout  the  world. 

I  am  a  proponent  of  bulling  teams  to  accompksh  greet  tasks.  I  can  think  of  no  greeter  cak¬ 
ing  than  proclaiming  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  around  the  world.  I  know  that  God  is  alow- 
ing  me  to  prodaim  the  gospel  in  Newton  as  wel  as  around  tho  globe  through  the  Cooperative 
^Program.  I  am  cooperating  with  many  different  churches  to  accompksh  ministries  that  I  would 
never  be  able  to  accompksh  by  myself  or  the  church  I  pastor. 

If  you  are  not  presentty  partidpating  in  the  Cooperative  Program.  I  strongly  erKOurage  you  to  research  the  bene- 
fto  of  the  program.  It  wl  be  wol  worth  your  time.  Your  church  and  your  ministry  wil  prosper  as  you  encourage  the 
church  to  hove  a  global  vision  through  the  Cooperative  Program. 


AnBL20.2006 


COOrSBATIVE  PaOCBAM 


—  \ 


The  Cooperative  Program 
and  the  Kingdom  of  God 


If  you  are  a  Southern  Baptist 
what  do  you  need  to  know 
about  the  Cooperative  Program? 
Is  it  moely  a  way  to  siq^port  the 
deivxnination,  or  is  it  a  rrievant, 
viaUe  proeess  that  makes  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  people's  lives  begin¬ 
ning  where  you  live  and  extend- 
ingaround  me  world? 

The  Co(^>erative  Prc>gram 
has  dre  potential,  when  ri^dy 
employed,  for  moving  Soumem 
Baptist  missions  and  ministries 
feom  the  ordinary,  dw  average, 
the  good  —  to  superlative,  out- 
staiKimg,  great  fruitfulness  for 
the  kmgdom  Gbd. 

YOU  NEED  TO  KNOW 
ABOUT  THE  GREAT  NEED 
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In  Matthew  9:35-38,  Jesus 
emphasizes  to  his  disd^es  the 
great  need  of  humanity,  rle  was 
m  the  midst  of  ministry  arxl  ^ 

began  to  be  overwhelmed  Dy  die  ' 
vast  "lostness"  of  humanity.  He 
was  moved  with  compassion 
because  they  were  "harassed  and 
hetoless."  He  said,  "The  harvest 

truly  is  plentiful"  (NIQV).  In  a  « i  e »  a^' 

coiT4>anion  passage  in  John  4,  the  *(tt«ijapr 

same  idea  is  used  when  Jesus 

says  to  his  disdfdes,  "The  hai^est  i 

is  ripe."  is  ready.  Don't  say  in  M 

four  iTKinths.  Don't  say  next  year. 

Don't  say  in  anodier  decade. 

Don't  say  when  things  get  better. 

Right  iviw  the  harvest  is  ready. 

Lost  people  are  everywhere.  mPy^k 

They  are  hurting.  They  are  ready. 

In  the  21st  Centura  the  words  “ 

that  Jesus  spoke  2,000  years  ago  ««■■■•  esoris— ToasTasa  vaaaaiaa* 
have  never  been  truer  than  they  ....•••.mu.* 

are  today.  When  the  new  mil- 
lennium  began,  the  earth  had 

reached  a  population  of  six  bil-  ascension  to  heaven,  he  gave  the  prayerful  strai 
lion  people.  Statisticians  say  church  a  battle  strategy.  The  ever  watched 
half  m  m  people  who  have  church  would  move  out  m  con-  play  soccer?  Tl 
ever  lived  in  numan  history  are  centric  circles  starting  in  games  often 
alive  today.  The  continuous  Jerusalem  and  then  into  Judea  player  for  eacl 
news  stories  from  CNN  or  FOX  and  Samaria  and  then  to  the  opposite  goals 
News  take  die  viewer  to  people  uttermost  parts  of  die  earth,  twenty  players 
and  events  around  the  globe  in  Jesus  saw  his  church  as  an  ever-  move  in  a  litti 
real  time.  The  lives  and  strug-  moving,  ever«xpandir^  relent-  and  legs  where 
gles  of  the  earth's  inhabitants  less,  marching  army  cwevange-  isn't  very  art 
are  not  abstract  ideas  but  con-  lists  intendir^  to  reach  the  ends  although  » is  u 
Crete,  visible  realities.  Modem  of  the  earth.  Tnat  is  how  he  envi-  getkr  and  cute. 
Christians  in  the  West  have  no  sioned  his  kingdom's  woHk.  grow  older,  ^ 
dHusions  about  the  feet  of  the  The  Cooperative  Program  more  successl 
world's  pain.  It  is  as  Jesus  saw  embodies  this  same  strategy,  playing  soccer, 
it  Ifeople  are  hurdi^  and  they  While  Baptists  are  ministering  m  whole  field  < 
are  ready  for  the  (^«iel.  The  their  local  "Jerusalems,"  the  thoughtful  plai 
harvest  duly  is  plentiful.  Cooperative  Program  allows  ting  die  ball  in 

You  need  to  know  that  there  them  to  eng:^  t&  rest  of  the  Some  miss 
great  need  to  advance  the  king-  world,  outsKte  Jerusidan,  and  while  endmsi 
dom  of  God:  The  Codpdative  into  Judea  and  into  Samaria  and  intended,  do  r 
Program  is  not  merely  "fund-  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  ent  plan  for 
raising"  for  denominatioiial  It  is  the  local  oiurdi's  vdiide  for  dieir  aims.  Th 
programs.  It  is  a  lifriine  for  the  implementing  the  Great  for  enthusiast 
most  important  entmrise  in  the  Commission.  We  have  identified  not  given  to 
world.  It  makes  a  dinerence.  four  diaracteristics  (the  four  Cs)  nine  or  reliabl 
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YOU  NEED  TO  KNOW 
ABOUT  THE  GREAT 
STRATEGY 
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BLUE  CYCLE  for 
2006  2007 


Monday,  May  1 

Bethlehem  BC 
Laurel 


Get  It  Together 

Pastor  and 
Sunday  School 
Director  Conference 


Tuesday,  May  2 
Calvary  BC 
Greenwood 


This  will  be  a  great  time  of  fellowship  together  as  the  pastor  and  Sunday  School  director 
of  your  church  meet  together  to  recapture  the  vision  for  your  Sunday  School. 

Participants  will  experience: 


Dinner:  6:30  p.m. 
Conference 
7-8:30  p.m. 

A  complimentary  dinner  will  be 
provided  for  all  preregistered 
participants.  To  preregister, 
contact  the  Sunday  School 
Department,  601-292-3291  or 
1-800-748-1651. 


The  purpose  of  Sunday  School  -  a  1st  Century  concept  In  a  21st  Century  world 

The  job  description  of  the  pastor,  as  It  pertains  to  Sunday  School 

The  job  description  of  the  Sunday  School  director 

How  to  avoid  being  the  Lone  Ranger 

How  to  plan  and  dream  together 


For  Church  Groups  of  Boys  and  Girls  Grades  3-6  (completed) 


Any  Mississippi  Baptist  church  can  bring  their 
children  and  they  will  profit  from  camp  whether  they 
have  ever  done  Bible  Drill  or  not. 


Each  church  group  must  have  a  male  counselor  (21  or  older)  for  every  7  boys  (Q 
portion  there  oO  and  a  female  counselor  (21  or  older)  for  every  7  girls  (pr  portlc 
there  of)-  Church  counselors  are  with  their  children  during  all  camp  activities;' 


CAMP  ACTIVITIES  INCLUDE: 

•  Scripture  Memorization  •  Rifle  Range 

•  Worship  (safety  &  marksmarTship) 

•  Flag  Ceremonies  •  Horseback  Riding 

•  Canoeing 

^45  Deposit  with  Registration,  Total  Cost  ^90 


Bible  study 
Bible  Drill  Skills 
Time  with  Missionaries 
Swimming 


Check-in  at  camp  Ts  at  2  p.m.,  Thursday,  July  6,  2006 


For  questions  about  camp'program:  contact  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry 

at  1-800-748-1651  Or  dhicks(^mbcb.org. 


1 


September  26  -  October  1,  2006  ^ 

Includes  program  fee.  conference  meals,  conference 
lodgif'ig  (double  occupancy),  and  transportation 


September  28  -  October  1,  2006  ^ 

Includes  program  fee,  conference  meals,  conference 
lodging  (dout)le  occupancy),  one  night  travel  lodging 
(double  occupar'icy ),  and  transportation 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


For  (f)  Mississippi 
Missionary  Fellowship. 

Camp  Gaiaj^.  CMnton.  8:30 

^ase  ^^|£i#^infi^tjonal 

Sarvict 

Bush 

he  travm  with  a  volunteer 
from  Southern  Baptist 
Theoiogical  Seminary  while 
doin9  research  in  the  area  of 
Apurimac.  Peru 


For:  (1)  Missionary  Parent 
Fellowship.  Camj)  Garaywi 
CNoton.  21st  •  Knd  (WMU 
(2)  State  HudlMlI  Festival 
Central  HinnplM  Retrei 
Kosciusko.  2iir-  nnd  (Ch 


"If  a  church  Wants  a  better  /faster,  it  enl^  neehs 
pra^  for  the  ene  it  has. 


President  uscar  Temaru  of 
the  Territorial  Government  of 
French  Polynesia  (South 
Pacific  Ocean) 


unoxom 


For;  (1)  Life  Commitment  For:  (1)  Preaching  and  Worship  {  For:  (1)  Preaching  and 

Sunday  (P/LD  Emphasis);  (2)  Conference  FBC  Vicksburg  ,  Worship  Conference.  F 

David  Holmes.  Lexington  (P/LO):  (2)  Remember  new  Starkville  (P/LD):  (2)  S 

Tenn..  is  the  youth  and  music  believers  among  the  Go-Land  ot  Adult  Choir  Festival 

minister.  FK.  ^xifigMn.  and  the  Pacific  Ml  Lift  u^r  E:  the  Hillcrest  BIT.  Syrpm.  6 : 

a  volunteer  chgpibln  Mr  the  family  of  Mr  ^  wta  k  been  a  m  -  3:30  ojIn  (CM). 

Lexington  Police  OepaRment  reached  rerjM^.  NM.f..  whose  Please  pra^Today  tor 

Pray  for  pioieetion  teem  vio-  friends  rjrgohertc  oivd  up  fol-  Presidenfotihe  wner 

lence  for  inner  city  students  lowing  our  Lord  and  Savior,  and  .  Council  Joseph  Ho-Ten 

attract^  to  gangs,  and  that  Mr  SB  who  continues  to  go  to  a  of  French  Guiana  (norti 

they  will  come  to  know  Chnst  local  shaman  for  healing  em  South  America) 


The  only  two  believers  in  a  pre 
nously  resistant  ethnic  minority 
group  in  China  decided  it  was 
up  to  them  to  share  the  Gospel 
in  their  gfM|L  Ip^lunonths 
they  Christ 

and  startetfli  olBf^  Pray 
that  mckmiiig  mners  of 
Chinese  believers  will  accept 
the  challenge  to  lead  people  to 
Christ  and  start  churches 


For.  (1)  Annual  Missions 
Celebration/Associationai 
Leader  Training  Broadmoor  BC 
Madison  28th  -  29th  (WMUt 
(2)  State  HandNil  Fpstwal 
WynndaleBC  Tewy.^  29tn 
(CM):  (3)  Fot  Jfm  l^it;  pastor 
of  Fernwood  BC  in  (MMOrt  for 
their  many  seniors  and  tor  the 
recovery  and  rebuilding  on  the 
Gulf  Coast  due  to  Katrina 


Emory  Lussi  is  a  Navy  chap¬ 
lain  serving  with  Marines  in 
North  Carolina  Pray  tor 
safety  for  the  men  in  his  bat¬ 
talion  whc  lelt  fpr  ffVMnd 
for  the  ones  returning  home 
to  make  a  goetf  adjustment 
Pray  too  tortiwelow.  paihfui 
lecovery  from  shoulder  sur- 
gery 


Oiscipleship  of  new  believers  is 
vital  to  seeing  a  church-planting 
movement  become  a  reality  in 
Khark  oblast  (region)  el  Ukraine 
Pray  that  00l«s  and  church 
leaders  would  *cttfih  the  vision 
for  empowering  Mlievirs  to 
.mentor  and  dieeiple  ethers  As* 
the  Lord  to  give  believers  a  pas 
Sion  to  know  Him  and  share  His 
love  with  others 


For.  (1)  Baptist  Building  Staff  AT 
HOME  DAYS.  3rd  5th:  (2)  During 
the  recent  African  Cup  football 
tournament,  beji^rs  interacted 
with  soccer  falBmm  many 
Muslim  countriedA  large  rium- 
ber  of  Bibles  Cferajiven  away  to 
these  fans.  PrayllSt  each  person 
who  received  a  Bible  will  read  it 
be  convicted  and  respond  to  sal¬ 
vation  God  otters 


For:  (1)  Pastor/Sunday  School 
Director  Conference.  Calvary. 

BC.  Greenwood  (SSj:  (2)  The 
Northwest  Mex^  (,ity  Team 
writes:  ThanU^lor  your 
prayers  for  a  neiKniurch  plant 
on  March  26tM[9m  our  house 
church.  Dbra  Nue^.  Please  con¬ 
tinue  to  pray  that  we  will  start 
more  house  churches  so  Mexico 
City  will  know  Christ.* 


For:  (1)  Pastor/SunOay  School 
Director  Conference.  Bethlehem 
BC  Laurel  (SS):  (2)  Roger  and 
Rose  Bear.  Terre  wute.  fnd..  co¬ 
minister  with  sMlnts  from 
Indiana  State  Unnrsity  and 
three  area  coHegs  Pray  for  the 
spirit  Of  God  to  be  evident  in  the 
Christian  students,  and  tor  Kevin 
and  EmHy  Brooks  to  reach  inter¬ 
national  students 


Muslim  evangelists  are  active 
in  a  western  province  in 
Rwanda,  recently  opening  two 
mosques  wjvutevjlluslims 
have  lived  Rrm^fnMor the 
new  believerdmflristi ere  a! 


fastirig.  InterRoe  forthese 
believers  as  they  prepare  to 
visit  and  share  their  nith  with 
the  new  converts  to  Islam 


or  lYLissions 


Mississippi  wMu  fs  sponsoring  two  bus  trips  to 
the  Discover  the  Joy  of  Missions  Conference 
and  Missions  Weekender  at  LifeWay 
Ridgecrest  Conference  Center.  “Bus  Trip  A" 
will  be  attending  both  the  training  conference 
and  missions  weekender.  “Bus  Trip  B”  will 
only  attend  the  missions  weekender.  The  cost 
and  registration  for  each  trip  are  listed.  We 
will  travel  on  29  passenger  buses  provided  by 
Cline  Tours. 


For  more  information  contact  the  state  wMu  office:  1-800-748-1651  ort:heck  out  our  Website:  www.mbcb.org 

Deadline  to  register:  July  28 


ractical  Principles 


Christian  Living 


\  >\  I  nn  I’l  m  :i  M  i( 


I\i  \  i\  M  s  Htnii  c  o\ii\us 


2006  Legislative  Analysis 


immy  Porter 


'  At  the  end  of  the  session  there  was  a 

$221  nrullion  dollar  surplus  which  enabled 
slative  our  legisbtois  to  give  state  emplovees 
listory.  nainiinum' $1300  increase  along  with  pr 
Action  vidiitg  additkwtal  relief  to  Katrma  strim 
(CAC)  '  areas.  In  addition  Ks  the  added  furidmg  for 
K-12.  Serrate  Bill  2b04  authorized  a  Khit 
year  plan  Kw  fully  funding  the  MesassippI 
Adecjuate  Education  Program. 

Our  serrators  and  representatives  are 
to  be  comrrrended  for  '  " 
anced  budget  and  fi>r 
work  they 

But  we  cfid  lose  a  few 
pass  some  significant  legislatkm. 

The  bill  to  ban  cktning  in  Mississippi 
died  in  a  servate  committee.  This  ckxung 
Alsi\  the  CAC  is  bill . included. thy  harming  of  embrv'onic 
grt>up  -  for  -sfem  cell  research 


life  Mississippi  arnl  other  such  gn 
as  being  against  stem  cell  research, 
a  have  and  will  continue  our  suppo 
stem  cell  research  but  must  dfraw 
line  when  embryos  are  created  and 
destroyed  for  research  purpoe^. 

The  ban  abortion  bill  also  died  in  con- 
feieiKe.  This  bill  originated  in  the  Hinise 
of  Representatives^  and  looked  good  on 
the  surface.  After  further  review  the  bill 
ig  us  a  bal-  contairwd  some  unacceptable  issues. 

LHitstaiHiing  The  irtformed  consent  law  arnl  the  24 
lid  on  numerous  other  bills,  hour  waiting  period  which  are  strong 
LHtunities  pro-life  bills  would  have  been  ieimar- 
dized.  Therefore,  Serwtor  .Alan 
Nurmelee  arnl  his  coideiees  were  right 
in  allowirrg  it  to  die  in  confereiKe. 

Most  of  you  watched  with  interest  as 
1  and  somatic  cell  two  bills  airhed  at  lowering  gnKer\’  taxes 
nuclear  transfer.  Both  the  Htnise  and  the  ai>d  iiKreasing  cigarette  taxes  were 
Senate  amducted  public  hearings  where  passed  bv  the  HvHise  and  Senate  cmh-  to 

De  N-etoed  by  the 
these  bills  seem* 

able  but  attempts  tc*  overturn  the  \eto 
upport.  The  proponents  of  embryimic  tailed.  MississijY*  has  ime  of  the  highest  /\wttr  is  a  rvn'ufrie-dir*\'fi»r/tmisiinT  kw- 
stem  cell  research  along  with  a  fw’  in  grixerv’  taxes  in  the  natkm  and  ime  of  the  tkr  Christian  Aitkw  Comwtsskvft  Hr  oan  Sr 
the  nredia  falsely  accxrse  the  CAC,  Prtv  knvest  c^arette  taxes.  I  read  cHir  gcner-  mK'fmf  at  ifwirr^iiristiamkrtion.cvm. 


irps  rwr 's  expUmatkm  of  why  he  chose  to  \eto 
We  therrt.  but  IdidrKitfirMi  them  conxiiKmg. 
t  of  These  two  vetoes  akmg  with  armther 
the  veto  of  a  bill  to  put  the  Partnersh^  for  A 
Healthv  Mississippi  under  the  direction 
of  the  legislature  nruikes  me  believe  our 

Sovemor  has  rrot  straved  far  from  his 
avs  as  a  tobacco  lobbvHst. 

The  grocery  tax  bill  will  probably  be 
addressed  again  rrext  year  in  some  form. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  CHir  sen¬ 
ators  arrd  representativ'es  will  vote  in  an 
election  vear  especially  if  thev’  interKl 
run  for  state-wide  office.  It  rriight  prov"^ 
rather  difficult  to  explain  K>  Mississ- 
ippiarvs  why  one  voted  to  keep  our  gnv 
cerv  tax  orve  of  the  highest  in  me  larvd. 

All  in  all.  ctur  senators  and  representa¬ 
tives  do  an  admirable  yet  difficult  iob  in 
taking  tax  dollars  and  stretching  thm  as 
far  as  thpy  do.  So  when  vwu  see  them. 
Lwemor.  The  secimd  of  tharvk  them  and  most  of  all.  pray  lor  them, 
workable  arwl  reason-  _ \ 


Session  is  now 
The  Christian 
Commission 

spends  a  lot  of  time  at  the 
Capitol  during  the  ses¬ 
sion  especially  if  there  are 
bills  tnat  relate  to  our 
areas  of  concern.  Decisions  were 
made  that  have  and  will  continue  to 
affect  our  lives. 

As  I  write  this  brief  analysis  of  this 
year's  session,  allow  me  "to  remind 
vou  that  the  B^tist  Record  is  not  the 
’'Democratic  Daily"  ‘  nor  is  it  the 
"Republican  Rag. 
not  an  adviKacy  [ 

Republicans  or  Democrats. 

This  year  the  bills  ranged  fn>m  for¬ 
bidding'  "hog  dog  mdeos"  to  adding  pix>  and  con  arguments  were  made. 
$113  million  to  K-12  public  education.  These  hearings  were  emotionally 
The  rodeos  were  commercial  events  that  charged,  and  it  was  there  the  bill  kist  ih> 
pitted  a  dog  against  a  hog  (with  tusks  support.  The  propoirents  of  embryonic 
removed)  in  an  enclosed  pen,  a  barbaric 
activity  that  needed  to  be  stopped. 


Porter 


served  at  7  p.m.  in  the  O.  L  Quave  Theatre  on  Airport  Church.  Grenada:  dinner  on  the  grvHmds;  Leon 
the  Hattiewurg  campus.  atKl  the  perfor-  Homecoming,  May  7;  worship.  Holh;  speaker.  The  church  b  alsi> 
rrwince  Kvlkwvs.  Beginning  June'  5,  tne  box  II  ajn.;aftemixin  singir^  Bobby  holding  wx«sh4>  services  the  first 
office  will  be  open  mnn  10  a.m.  until  7  p.m.  VIcKav.  speaker;  Steve  wGteg-  Sunday  of  each  month  with  BilK' 
Monday  throuim  Saturday,  and  seats  rtvaybe  orv;  "Sixinds  kw  Christ."  music.  R.  PhiHey.  Jr..  Southaven,  speaker 
reserved  by  caning  (t4)l)3lH-6221.The  adrhis- 

sion  price  ivf  $25  iix'ludes  the  buffet  meal  arvd  Lawn  Haven  Churdv,  Lauiek  Sm3rma  Chuidi,  Hithhunt’ 
show’.  50th  annivcfsaiy/  homecoming  Homecoming,  Maw  7;  worship. 

and  Revival.  May  7 -10:  Sunday.  11  a.m..  kiUowed  ov  dinner  on 
William  Carey  College  will  dedicate  a  new  morning  service  and  dirvier  on  the  gtourvds;  Servant's  Heart, 
baseball  field  arvd  alunuii  house  MilKm  and  the  grourrds;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  music  Millard  Mackev.  pastor. 
Donrva  Wheeler  at  e'eremonies  to  be  held  April  p.m.;  Will  Baker,  homecoming 

28  arxi  29  on  the  Hattiesbi^  carnpus.  Friday ‘s  speaker;  former  pastors  tevivju  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel: 
events  leading  to  Saturdav's  official  dedkatidn  services;  David  Madsaac.  pastor.  Reviv^  /^pt.  30  -  MUiy  5;  Sun., 
ceremonies  irvclude  a  Goff  Scramble  to  benefit  worship.  1035  a.in.,  followed  bv' 

Caiev's  hasebaUpftigr^  beginning  at  1  p.m.  at  Goodwaler  Church.  Lauder-  dinner  and  singing,  2  p.m.;  Mon. 
Shadow  Ridge  Cxilf  Oub  in  Hattwanirg.  Prizes  dale  County:  Homecoming,  -  Wed..  7  p.m.:  kerrv  Stmo,  Ovett 
will  be  awarded  ke  imiss  sowe  and  net  sane.  May  7;  Sunday  School.  10  a.m.;  speaker,  jinuny  Downs,  music. 
On  Saturday  the  Dvnma  Wheeler  Alumni  woi^ip.  11  a.m.,  folk>wed  by 

House  will  be  dedicated  at  10  aon.  Dedication  dirmer  on  the  grouivds:  Taykn  Gum  Grove  Church, 
of  the  Milton  Wheeler  Field  will  begin  at  1:15  Wallace,  speaker.  Lincoln  County:  Homecomi^ 

pm  on  the  newly  exmstructed  fieki  Call  D.|.  Apr.  23;  worship,  11  am.,  k^ 

t\illey.  sports  informatkm  diiector  and  coordi-  Harmony  Chnrdi,  Carroll  lowed  by  coveoKl  dish  lunch 
^tor'of  the  golf  scramble,  at  (601)31B^lll  or  County:  Homecominig,  Ape.  30:  and  spcdal  music;  Clareiwe 
(800)962-5991  ext  111  for  more  information  and  worship.  1030  am  and  cemeterv’  Young,  Brandon,  '  speaker; 
reservations.  The  public  is  invited  to  the  two  association  meeting,  fcdlowed  by  Philip  Caples.  pastor. 


The  BArnsT  Recokd 


Bibliocipher 

0k  u«rv  r%{.»  -  _W4 


EP»  ST  FIS  \l|  HAPS  ^P  I 


NISST>  )S«*  >PFUYPO 


HBYA  PCBE.  SP8VAPW 


YPFUPYA  AP  LSI  FLS- 


CLFPX  TSP:YABWYPPS 


BAPTISTS 


X  Ljncv  Pkk^  sumndewd 
Id  Ihr  xvuth  ministrx  M 


ICL  Thrwwihot 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

Scholarship  Ministry 


Samaria,  and  to  the  ends  numerous  ways  we  can  spread  horn  them,  the  discmles  followed 
of  the  earth."  {v.  8,  the  good  news.  Je^  gives  us  a  His  instructions,  and  returned  to 
HCSB)  People  ofim  ask  strategy  in  verse  eight  to  accom-  Jerusalem.(R  12-N)  There  are  two 
where  we  get  the  plish  mis  enormous  task.  Wr  things  that  are  significant  in  this 
authority  to  go  into  our  start  where  we  are,  in  our  passage.  The  disciples  obeyed 
communities  and  knock  Jerusalem.  Work  in  your  local 
on  the  doors  of  food  kitchen,  participate  in  ] 
neighb^,  churches  outreach 
According  work 


Family  Bible  Study 

You  Have  a  Mission 

Acts  1:1-14 


I  Jesus  by  returning  to  Jerusalem, 
your  and  th^  "were  continually  unit- 
_  miiustry,  ed  in  prayer."  (n  14)  Obedience 

ed  from  the  grave,  atrd  and  fiiends.  According  work  in  a  local  youth  spcMis  arrd  prayer  are  k^irugredients  to 

has  appeared  ^  days  to  this  verse  our  author-  camp,  or  wash  cars  for  ftee  use  receiving  arKi  u»i^  tw  power  of 

bodily  to  the  cBsc^iles.  ni  ifoiiiii  ity  comes  horn  Jesus.  He  tite  opportunity  to  tell  someone  the  Holy  Spmt  Obedience  starts 
He  had  spent  much  of  hm  conunissioned  us  to  about  Jesus.  The  posibilities  for  us  on  the  joumw  and  prayer 

those  40  days  teaching  them  be  on  mission  for  Him  arKi  He  local  good  news  ministries  are  grades  us  down  the  ri^t  pa^ 
more  about  the  kingdom  of  God.  has  oven  us  the  power  to  accom-  endless.  Jesus  then  tdls  us  to  go  Often  we  are  like  the  disaples  in 
He  also  stressed  me  impor^t  plisn  that  mission.  into  Judra  and  Samaria.  These  verse  10,  standing  around,  wait- 

role  they  would  have  in  continu-  Just  like  the  disciples,  you  represent  our  state  and  nation.  If  ing  for  something  to  happen, 
ing  ffis  mission  to  seek  and  save  and  I  need  to  know  ail  we  can  you  are  serious  about  your  mis-  "While  He  (Jesu^  was  going, 
the  lost  Just  before  Jesus  asceiKk  about  the  kingdom  of  God  aiKl  sion,  join  a  group  going  to  the  they  were  gazing  into  heaven, 
inAo  heaven  He  commands  the  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  coast  to  hdp  Katrina  victims,  or  and  sudden]^  two  men  in  white 
disdples  to  go  to  Jerusalem  and  Individual  Bfole  study  and  cor-  ^xtkI  a  we^  building  a  chiuch  clothes  stoodby  them.  They  said, 
wait  for  "the  fathers  pron^."  porate  Bible  study  are  1^  ingre-  in  Montana.  Jesus  also  calk  us  to  Men  Galilee,  why  do  you 
(Acts  1.-4,  HCSBi  The  disciples  clients  in  our  preparation  to  be  go  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  stand  looking  into  heaven?  Thk 
still  had  questions  (r.  6),  Mt  on  mksaon  for  Christ  A  great  mtematiorud  Mission  Board  k  in  Jesus,  who  has  been  taken  foom 
Jesus  assured  them  that  Gcid  had  portion  of  our  ^churches  constant  need  ot  volunteers  to  ycxi  into  heaven,  will  come  in  the 
a  plan  and  that  [4an  would  be  resources  are  ^pent  on  our  Bible  work  shcxl  term,  and  fong  term  ;.  saine  way  tiiat  you  have  seen 
worked  out  in  God's  time,  (r  ^  study  programs.  But  we  must  missionprojects.  We  are  wi^iouf  Him  goirrg  into  heaven."  T^ 
Next  Jesus  set  the  st^  for  their  ako  make  it  a  prkxity  not  to  just  excuse!  The  opportunities  are  all  time  for  w^ting  has  passed.  Jeus 
mkston  and  our  mission.  "But  come  to  churm  and  learn  all  we  around  us.  All  bdievers  have  the  will  return  scxxi.  have  been 
you  will  receive  power  when  the  can,  but  we  must  take  what  we  misskxi  to  be  witnesses  for  Jesus  given  a  mission.  Let's  get  to  it! 
Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon  you,  learn  and  ro  and  tell  somebody  not  only  where  they  live  but 
and' you  will  be  witnesses  in  about  the  fosus  we  have  come  to  throughout  the  world. 

Jerusalem,  in  all  Judea  and  know  personally.  There  are  After  Jesus  had  been  taken 


Dedmon  is  minister  of  education 
at  First  Church.  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Take  Comfort  in  God's  Strength 

Isaiah  40:1-8, 10-11, 27-31 


I  V  the  (>rophecies  of  com-  grants  comfort  for  those  who  Him  what  we  need  most.  God 
fort  and  encourage-  turn  to  Him.  guards  and  gives  to  thc^  who 

>  ment  that  were  offered.  As  frail  human  beings,  we  depend  on  His  strengtii.  We  can 

ir  I  Isaiah  had  spent  pale  in  comparison  to  God  rely  on  the  Lord's  protection 
his  life  under  the  whose  power  arxl  strength  are  and  provision  as  we  take  com- 
threat  of  the  Assyrian  eternal.  By  acknowledging  our  fort  in  Hk  strength, 
empire.  North  krael  utter  wefucness,  we  can  hold  The  everusting  God 
was  destroyed  in  734  BC;  the  onto  Gcxi's  eternal  truth  where  strengthens  those  who  are  wUl- 
rest  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  we  hnd  comfort  in  God's  ing  to  depend  on  Hk  strer^gth.  It 
thirteen  years  later  in  72l  BC;  strength.  Remember  these  ten-  k  unperative  that  we  depend  on 
seven  yeinr^lat^  they  invaded  der  words  from  the  gloved  Gcxl's  strength  in  c»der  to  fiiKl 
*  ■  ‘  \  "*  ]  comfort.  Omy  by  running  into 

t  stiong.  Jesus,  keep  me  from  all  the  tower  that  k  our  God  will  be 
in  for  Jerusalem,  which  Isaiah  wrong.  I'll  be  satisfied  as  long,  sheltered.  In  God  alone  k  there 
had  predicted  would  stand  as  I  walk,  let  me  walk,  close  to  comfort  for  anyone  who  k  over- 

Thee."  Let  that  be  our  daily  come  by  the  stresses  of  lifo. 

;ven  though  prayer,  an  admission  of  our  Clinio  up  onto  God's  prxch 
crkk  was  imperfections  and  our  needful  and  set  awtiile,  all  ye  who  are 
cry  for  God's  redenrotion.  heavy  ladeiu  He  wul  give  you 


What  k  it  about  those  "Andy  bilities  at  home,  at  work,  cfei 
Griffith  Show"  renms  that  cause  and  at  church.  Believing 
us  to  watch  them  over  and  over  that  we  a|ie  unable  to  give  our 
again?  Thne  k  some  sort  of  uni-  best  in  any  of  these  situations 
versal  appeal  about  dropping  may  further  increa»  stress  lev- 
down  mto  a  wicker  chair  on  ek.  God  invites  all  of  us  who 
Andy's  feont  porch,  joining  in  are  wearied  by  life's  demand-  Judah.'By  701  BC  the  Assyrians  hynm:  "I  am  weak,  but  Thou  art 
the  Kymn  singing  with  Barney  ing  drcumstarKes  to  experieiKe  had  takm  all  of  Judah  except 
and  Goanei;  having  satisfied  oiBT  comfort  and  find  strength 
ypetites  at  Aunt  Bea's  foble.  fellowship  with  Him. 

Don't  we  aD  long  for  that  kind  There  ate  four  actions  we  despite  her  enemy's  attempts 
of  slow  and  ea^  pace,  especial-  can  take  to  make  thk  truth  to  overtake  her. 
ly  when  we  are  nving  our  actual  more  evident  in  our  lives,  all  the  great  Assyrian 
hves  in  a  fest  forwrro  culture?  fbuntL  in  Isaiah  40:  EiKourage  behind  her;  Isaiah  now  prophe 
The  stress  of  the  American  one  another  (1-5);  acknowledge  sied  that  Jerusalem  would  fell 
way  of  fife  takes  its  loO  on  aD  of  weakness  (6-8);  rely  on  Gotfs  toBabykm. 
uSk'so  let's  especially  focus  on  protection  (10-11);  and  depend  De^Mte  their  doomy  future, 
this  week's  lesson  ara  take  it  to  on  God's  strength  (27-31L  God  conunandea  Hk  people  to 

heart:  God  cares  about  and  The  first  39  OMyters  of  kaiah  encourage  and  comitHt  one 
ofiers  Hk  strength  to  us  when  emphasized  Goa's  judgment  another  with  the  knowledge 
we  feel  overwhelmed  by  fife,  upon  tfis  wayward  children,  but  that  He  was  at  work  demon- 
Many  of  us  experience  stress  the  second  found  in  chif>-  strafing  Hk  forgiveness, 
feom  m«y  sources.  Itfe  feel  we  lers  40  throu^  66,  focus  upon  Likewise,  we  can  encourage 
are  being  puBed  simuhaneous-  God's  consobtion  or  comnirt  one  another  because  God  con- 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


e-,  buildfog-,  or  objednonly 
win  be  prinl^  Naas  kMM 
omphs  can  be  publkhed 
Ik.  ueadKne  for  nibraitting 


(d  CO.  Photos  miMl  be  Bapfisi 
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at  are  subject  to  editing.  E-mail 


Cooperative  Program  doesn't  start 
widt  us  and  it  doesn't  end  with  us," 
Shirley  noted.  "We're  just  a  part  of 
it,  a  p^  of  the  way  Ckxl  is  using 
Soutmm  Baptists  to  reach  out  ana 
touch  people  around  die  world." 

Mountain  Creek  gives  11%  of  its 
members'  undesignated  offerings 


CHWWIWB 


FINALLY  AFFOftDABLE  HEALTH 
INSUtANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by 
InsurarKe,  www.christunier-irw.com. 
AFFOtOABLE  BEACHSlOE  VACATION 
CONOOSc  www.gulhhQi«condatxom.  AH 
size  units  avaHafale,  SPRING  SPECIAL.  2 
ni^  \veri(end  $1 60.  Fcxr  vveeknighls  $250. 
EAdency  unit  (2  aduks  2  kidi)  good  tfvu 
5^25.  (205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554-51 24. 
PARKVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
ALEXANDRIA,  LOUISIANA,  seeks  foH- 
time  minisler  of  education.  Send  resume 
to  IMcview  Baptist  Church,  nsinisler  of 
education  search  committee,  2101 
MacAithuf  Drive,  Alexandria,  LA  71 301 . 
STAMED  GLASSWORKS,  WC.  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  CaM  (800)  605-2970. 
YOUTH  —  FA  ASSOCIATE  YOtmi 
RASTOR,  (with  additiortal  resporssibili- 
ties  such  as  education).  Contemporary/ 
Traditional  Worship  in  West  St.  Louis 
County,  MO.  Send  resume  to  Ybuth 
Search  Committee,  Ballwin  Baptist 
Church,  15101*  Marurhester,  Road, 
Ballwin,  MO  6301 1  -4629,  email 
youthAballwirsbaptist.com. 


DISCOUNT  BAPnSTRIB  B  STALES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 
Comparty  ollexas,  WJO)  728-8291. 
EVERYTHING  ABOUT  COUNTRY 
GOSPH.  MUSIC  www.countrygospel- 
guild.com.  Gospel  Cruise  Sept  21, 
Country  Gospel  Radio  on  web,  courstry 
gospel  record  releases  worldwide,  crid- 

eTcriderAearthlirtk.com _ 

SAIAU  CHURCH  IN  EAST  CENTRAL, 
MS  Nra>  TWENTY,  12'  PEWS  AND 
TWO,  IB*  PEWS,  USED,  reasonably 
priced  that  can  be  refinished.  Call  (662)- 

289-7070  Of  (662)  674-5637. _ 

SBRBPS  SRMNG,  HCKSON,  CHRSTIAN 
OWNBX  AH  home  improvemetA,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  wfodows,  metal  and  shin^  loob,  paHo 
covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601)  992- 

2092,  Don  B  Rita  Sebeg  owners. _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  FOR  INDIVID¬ 
UALS  AND  CROUPS  —  For  quotes 
arwi  service  after  the  sale,  contact  The 
Employe  Services  Group  LLC,  (601) 
991-0081  or  (877)  991-(X)81  ext.  2.' 
Member  of  Better  Busirtess  Bureau. 


AIR  PURIFICATION:  issues  with  odor, 
dust,  mildew  and  mold,  virus,  aller¬ 
gens?  Great  for  rturseries  artd  residi- 
ents,  call  toll  1^  (877)  808-621 1 . 
MKNCARE  SUPPLEMB4T:  Relax... let  us 
search  several  companies  so  we  may  find 
foe  rigN  plan  and  premium  for  your  fodi- 
vidual  needs.  E.F.  Hutton  Inturarxx  —  we 
can  helpl  foil  free  (877)  232-0686. 
DISABILITY  MBMCAK  SUPPIEMBA: 
We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  lnseraix». 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
HEALTH  INSURANa  TOO  EXPENSWEI 
Aiotdkble  coverage  for  Individuait  or  iMTt- 
Wes.  CaH  toN  free  today  077)  232-0686. 
E  J.  HuRon  keutance,  we  can  helpl 
CHRISnAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  arxl  repair, 
Columbus/ladaon,  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  fm 
estimates.  Davis  U|Sholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


gAtnizing,  plannlitg  Aid  dheding  a 
dMan  cducaiAi  paapAit  of  all  op 
IgniA  Pleaae  staA  hIay  lequIiemonA. 


CABRQUt  more  informatloo  gloiM  visit  our 
COUMTX  MMAMk-  m  *  imd  ftr  a  wobsile  at  itrumaHiWudcliufch.nA 
pAXiBiectioipItiMaic  IwIbk.  Plaaao  moA  ^gd  click  on  Hk  Employment 
leaumt  to  RL  1,  Bok  183,  CoBa,  MRk,  Opportunities.  Tbu  moY  send  your 


N.G.  church  goes  all  out  for  CP 


GREENVILLE,  S.C.  (BP)  —  Everything 
Mountain  Creek  Church  does  is  connected  in 
some  way  with  the  Cooperative  Program.  "The 
Cooperative  Program  is  what  being  a  New 
Testament  chunm  is  all  about,"  said  David 
Shirl^,  pastor  of  die  Greenville,  S.C.,  congrega¬ 
tion.  ^Acts  2  talks  about  helping  diose  in  neM. 
The  better  you  work  togedier,  the  more  peo¬ 
ple  you  can  help  ...  —  t 


Program  and  anodier  four  percent  to 

local  missions  through  the _ North 

Greenville  Association. 

Qiurdi  members  also  go  (xi  several  mission 
trips  eadi  year.  In  May  di^'re  set  to  go  to 
Hungary  and  in  June  to  Thaiumd,  Also  in  June 
and  agam  in  July,  they'll  be  going  back  to  New 
Orleans  for  me  fourm  and  nfth  times  to  help 
Iglesia  Bautista  Getsemini,  die  church  diey 
adewted  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Mountain  Creek  also  reaches  out  to  its  com¬ 
munity  in  western  South  Carolina  with  seasonal 
events  sudi  as  a  block  party  in  April  diat  will 
indude,  among  odier  attractions,  NASCAR  vdii- 
cles  and  dw  dumce  to  change  a  tire  at  race  speed. 
In  addition  to  major  events  at  Easter  and 
Christmas,  in  the  summers  die  church  hosts 
community  sports  camps,  kids  camps,  and 
Vacation  Bible  School,  and  in  late  October,  a  fall 
festival  that  has  drawn  nearly  600  people. 

"We're  exdfed  about  what  God  is  doing  in  die 
life  of  our  chuidi,"  Siirley  said.  "We  want  to  lift 
up  t^  Jesus  Christ  m  everythii^  we  do." 

Warehouse  employee  Wayne  Mejunkin  said 
he  felt  his  Christian  life  blossom  when  he  started 
usii^  his  hands  for  the  Lord. 

.  "fwanted  to  be  part  of  it  [the  church's  second 
mission  trip  to  New  Orleans],"  Mejunkin  said. 
"This  is  die  Lord's  work.  We  are  His  hands." 

Auto  parts  salesman  John  Lawless,  on  his  sec¬ 
ond  trip  to  help  Getesemini,  agreed. 

"I  wasn't  gbiiw  to  come  but  the  closer  it  came 
time  to,  I  just  had  to,"  said  Lawless,  who  worked 
with  electrical  components  at  dw  Getesemini 
church,  whidK  Mountain  Creek  had  tirst  help  gut 


and  now  is  rebuilding.  "I  had  to  help  our  brodi- 
ers  and  sisters  get  their  diurch  toge^r  again." 

Mountain  Creek  was  amcmg  the  tirst  churdies 
to  sign  up  to  adopt  one  of  the  New  Orleans 
churdies  as  part  of  its  Cooperative  Progriun 
focus,  Shirley  said.  A  team  assessed  the  situation 
the  week  before  Thanksgiving  and  a,  team  was 
back  a  coimle  of  weelb  later  to  get  started  on 
what  dWy  realized  was  a  Herculean  task. 
"We  were  absolutdy  amazed  at  die 
extent  of  die  damage,"  Shirley  said. 
\  "The  first  time,  one  of  the  dru^  was 

•  still  hanging  on  top  of  one  of  the 
t  overheadspeakers.  There  was  nine 

•  feet  of  water  [in  the  auditorium]." 

9  •  E>uring  dieir  secemd  trip, 

f  Mountain  Creek  m«nbers  took 
A  everything  —  furniture,  books,  carpet 
#  and  more  —  horn  inside  the  churdi  and 
put  it  on  1^  street,  grayed  the  interior 
with  mr^-killing  chemicals,  pressure-washed 
the  exterior  bricks  and  began  removing  Sheetrock. 

"CXir  first  impression  was  to  demolish  every¬ 
thing,"  said  Brad  Kelley,  Mountain  Creek's  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor.  "But  this  was  diieir  church,  and  we 
know  how  we  feel  about  our  church-" 

Mountain  Creek  also  sent  love  ofierings  to 
ravaged  Getesemini  church,  and  die  women  had 
a  household  shower  for  pastor's  wife  Rcxny 
Rivera.  The  pastorTuid  his  fiunily  lost  everything 
in  the  flexiding  that  followed  Katrina. 

About  350  people  attend  Sunday  morning 
worship  at  Mountiw  Creek,  which  was  founded 
190  years  ago.  A  slideshow  of  die  church  and  its 
ministry  to  youdi,  children,  families,  senior 
adults  and  community  can  be  seen  cm  its  web¬ 
site:  www.mountaincreekbc.org. 

"CXir  visiem  dieme  is  'Lcmking  up  and  reach¬ 
ing  out,'"  Surley  said.  "Drawing  near  to  Gcxl  as 
we  reach  out  to  our  fellow  man.^ 

The  Ccxiperative  Program  is  central  to  the 
visiem,  Shir^  said. 

"You  can’t  give  enough,"  he  said.  "The 
Cooperative  Program  supports  missionaries 
around  the  world,  helps  semuuury  students  cem- 
tinue  their  education,  and  it  gives  us  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  reach  around  the  world,  literally.' 

Mountain  Creek  also  has  a  house  it  reserves 
for  the  use  of  furlou^iing  missionaries. 

"Having  them  at  die  missiemary  house  and 
being  invcMved  in  our  church  when  dieir  sched¬ 
ules  permit  allows  us  to  visually  see  the  difier- 
ence  our  CcxTperative  Program  giviiu  makes  for 
the  Kingdom  of  Gcxl,"  the  pastor  said. 
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First,  Cl^eland 
displays  a  CP  heart 


ByToi^  Martki 

Associate  Editor 

■  " 

While  many  churches  lcx>k 
for  ways  to  trim  their  bud¬ 
gets,  First  Church,  Cleveland, 
protects  mission  giving 
through  the  Cooperative 
Program  (CP).  The  church 
gives  14%  of  its  budget  to  TTP. 

According  ~  to  pastor 
Bradley  Rushing,  "The 
church  has  been  known  for 
being  an  extraordinarily  giv¬ 
ing  missions  church.  We  set 
our  CP  giving  as  a  percentage 
of  the  bmdget. 

"The  church  holds  mission 
giving  as  a  number  one,  high 
priority.  Gcxl  has  blessed  our 
church,  and  we  just  want  to 

?ass  those  blessings  along. 

he  church  members  tithe  to 
the  Lord  thrcxigh  the  church, 
because' the  lord  loves  a 
cheerful  giver,  but  we  believe 
that  the  Lord  also  loves  a 
cheerful  giving  church  so  CKir 
church  gives  its  tithes  and 
offerings  through  the 
Cemperative  Program.  The 
Ccxjperative  Program  is  a 
ministry,  and  it  ministers  to 
so  many."  • 

Rushing  has  been  at  the 
church  a  relatively  short  time, 
but  the  church  continues  to 
respond  to  his  leadership  in 
this  area.  "We  recognize  the 
effectiveness  of  the 
Ccxiperative  Program  in  not 
only  touching  one  individual 
missionary,  but  a  multitude  of 
missionaries.  Not  only  does 
the  money  go  to  the  benefit  of 
Southern  Baptists  who  are 
serving  at  home  or  abroad, 
but  it  goes  to  all  sorts  of  other 
vital  areas,  such  as  the  semi¬ 
naries.  There  is  such  a  multi¬ 
faceted  field  of  ministries  that 


God  has  led  Scxjthern  Baptists 
as  a  whole  to  be  involved  in. 
It  gives  us  the  opportunity  as 
a  church  to.  get  in  on  what 
Gcxl  is  doing  from  a 
panoramic  perspective  rather 
than  just  a 
'field' 
apprpa^.* 
fell  of 

the  church's 
vision  is  to 
have  a 
"Jerusalem, 

Judea, 

Samaria, 
and  ends  oif 
the  earth" 
perspective. 

instance,"  *» 

said 

Rushing,  "we  want  a  group  to 
ackiress  our  Jerusalem,  right 
here  in  Cleveland.  We  reach 
Cleveland  with  exjr  in-house 
ministries.  Now,  all  these 
areas  are  vitally  important, 
and  the  Ccx>peratiye  Program 
is  a  way  to  impact  all  of  it, 
with  an  Acts  1*.8  mission 
approach.  It's  a  priority  of  this 
church  which  has  been  here 
years  and  years.*— 

in  Rushing's  case,  it  wasn't 
a  matter  of  getting  people  on 
board.  "It's  just  a  nigh  priori¬ 
ty  for  this  church,  since  it  has 
such  a  giving  heart.  People 
know  that  if  they  give,  Gcxl 
has  promised  that  their  giving 
will  make  a  difference.'^ 

"A  cord  of  three  strands 
cannot  easily  be  broken,"  said 
Rushing.  "It  binds  us  together. 
It  puts  us  on  the  same  page  — 
prayerfully,  Gcxl's  page.  It 
gives  us  an  oppextunity  to  do 
what  one  church  can't  do  by 
themselves.  We  all  need  to 
work  together." 


